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NEARLY 4,000 dangerous wild animals are being kept as “pets” in Britain.
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 2 elephants
 158 crocodilians
 332 scorpions
 106 venomous lizards
 508 venomous snakes 
(including 57
 320 wild cats (including 11 lions, 8  
11 leopards, 18 pumas, 10 cheetahs and 1
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QUICK NEWS
TO READ YOURSELF AND SHARE WITH FRIENDS

Trees will be planted around the world 
in memory of Captain Sir Tom Moore. 
The Woodland Trust in the UK and the 

help to plant the “legacy forest”, as 
part of the Trees For Tom campaign. 
Sir Tom’s family hope enough money 
will be raised to plant a memorial 
woodland in Yorkshire. 

Prince Harry has taken part in a 

show host James Corden. The pair 
toured LA on a bus, while talking 
about the royal family, Meghan and 
Archie. During the chat, the Prince 

crocodile and that the Queen bought 

Harry and Meghan’s big interview  
with Oprah Winfrey airs in America 
this week (on 7 March). 

Climate change is the top concern 
for UK students, shows a new poll by 

research found that 35% of university 
students ranked it as the biggest issue 

other issues such as healthcare,  
good jobs and housing. 

SURPRISE HARRY 
INTERVIEW

POWER OF READING

Elon Musk is no longer the world’s 
richest person. The Tesla boss lost 

his electric car company fell. He’s 
now the second most wealthy man 
again, according to the Bloomberg 

Bezos moved back to top spot again, 
with a fortune of $186.3bn (£131bn). 
The rankings change daily, so it could 

read this! 

CLIMATE CONCERNSOur children’s news show FYI has 
been nominated for a Royal Television 
Society (RTS) Award. The special 
episode 

 
can be watched now at 

 or 
. The award ceremony will 

be streamed live on Tuesday 16 March 

.

SPLENDID SUNSET

paper ones on its drink cartons. The 
move will help to save 16 tonnes 

from being stuck on any juice cartons.

GAGA’S DOGS HOME

NEW CHILDREN’S 
COMMISSIONER

mental health. The Masked Singer 

to enjoy a good book, to help tackle 
feelings of loneliness and promote 

PM’S AWARD

Lady Gaga’s dogs have been returned 

Ryan Fischer was shot as he walked 
the star’s French bulldogs Koji, Miss 
Asia and Gustav in West Hollywood. 
Two of the dogs were taken, but later 
handed over to police. Mr Fischer is 

has been launched. 

PLASTIC SWAP

LITTLE LESS RICH

Teenager Jack Berry has received the 
prime minister’s Points of Light award. 
The award celebrates outstanding 

Flying High In The Sunlit Silence. 
Jack illustrated the book during the 
pandemic, to help raise money for 

 

TREES FOR TOM

UP FOR AN AWARD



Here’s what our 
fans have to say!
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First News into 

    To everyone at First News, thank you so much! I love it. I tell all 

wait for it to come through the door.

“ “

    I read First News, it is great! I keep randomly telling 
my family and friends facts and they say: ‘Where did you 

First News  user
“ “

    My kids race to the door when First News is delivered on Friday. 
Thank you for delivering something to pull them away from 

have taken to the puzzles.

“ “

    I love First News
as well as encouraging them to read. Thank you!“ “

!

h k you so m
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HRH, The Prince of Wales has campaigned for the environment 
for 50 years. Over the recent half term, HRH challenged 
children to engage with nature. In Challenge One: Seed 

the Prince encouraged the UK to grow. Now, he is happy to 
support our #HelpingTheUKGrow campaign. Helping The 
UK Grow is seeing children at home and in schools growing 
something to symbolise growth and new life as we all get 
outside on the road to recovery from the pandemic.

Prince Charles, who is in line to be our next king,  

vegetables and see how long it takes them to sprout. But, 

organises everything so precisely, using the sorts of 
shapes I’m sure you have drawn in school with a pair  

“I promise you, once you start looking at Nature and 
searching for these common shapes, you will see them 
everywhere. And that’s because they are so useful to 

Nature. The more you look  
at every leaf or seed or feather, you see that they have so 
much in common; they all work in the same way to keep 
life going.

at how Nature works – it teaches us how we work too. It 
makes us realise that if we help Nature thrive by making 
sure the soil is healthy, that there are trees, that there is 
birdsong, we thrive too.”

F

HRH THE PRINCE HRH THE PRINCE 
OF WALESOF WALES IS HELPING  IS HELPING 

THE UK GROWTHE UK GROW

 has reached another 
 

to hit eight billion YouTube views!

The song that delights toddlers (and 
drives everyone else up the wall!) was 
already YouTube’s most viewed video 
ever. However, this new milestone puts 
it well ahead of the No2 video, the song 
Despacito, which has had 7.2bn views.

THE Government has announced that 
English families will be given free 

coronavirus within 30 minutes, will be provided 
to all families and households with primary, 

The tests can be picked up from hundreds  

The news comes as English pupils are set 
to return to school on 8 March. England’s 

the tests “will provide yet another layer of 
 

that schools are as safe as possible”.

tests will be available twice a week for pupils  
 

year groups are due to go back to school. 

Northern Ireland has yet to agree to rapid 
 

are expected to recommend it shortly.

NEW VACCINE ON THE WAY
dose instead of two has been approved in the 
US and should be heading to the UK shortly.

The Johnson & Johnson vaccine, made by its 
Belgian company Janssen, was approved for use  

The UK has already ordered more than 30m doses 
of the new vaccine, even though it’s not yet been 
approved in the UK. There are rumours that the 

the UK, will start the approval process this week. 
However, the vaccine may not begin to be  

HOMES HOMES 
WITH KIDS WITH KIDS 
GET FREE GET FREE 

COVID TESTSCOVID TESTS
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MONDAY sees all children in England 
going back to school.

Some pupils in other parts of the UK have already 
gone back. For many of you, I’m sure it’s a big relief to have 
normal lessons again and to see your friends and teachers. 

But, we know some of you are feeling a bit anxious, too. Turn 

Happy schooling!
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EDITOR’S COMMENT

Visit 

Get 

TRY 3 ISSUES FOR £1

GOOD 
WEEK FOR

BAD 
WEEK FOR

A SIX

with double body parts. The team 
at Neel Veterinary Hospital thinks 
she was supposed to be a twin, but 
the two didn’t separate properly.  

puppy to have ever been born alive 

she is strong and should hopefully 
live a healthy life.

 
23 million fully-loaded 40-tonne trucks, which 
together could circle the Earth bumper-to-

was looked at, a lot of food was being wasted, 
with the majority being binned by households.

which aims to show us all the things we can do 

food and freezing food to make it last longer.
Sarah Clayton, head of Love Food Hate Waste, 

the UK we saw a big drop of nearly half a million 

tonnes over three years. That’s enough food to 

that food going to waste saved the UK £1 billion 

on how well the world’s countries are doing in 

good example and one of two top performers. 
But we do need to do more, and that’s why  

 
and something we can all get involved in.”

to .

AN 17%  

DESTINY AFRICA LIVE ONLINE
5-7 MARCH

 
will feature a cappella music, 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
8 MARCH
A day to celebrate women’s 
achievements and call for more 
equality for women.

DIARY DATES

THIS  
RARE BEE

 
in almost 100 years.   

Only six have ever been found, and it was 
 

THE high street store has 
lost around £1.1 billion of sales 
during the current lockdown. 
The chain has been hit by store 
closures and its refusal to set up 
online shopping.

SIX-LEGGED SIX-LEGGED 
SKIPPERSKIPPER

FOOD GOING 
TO WASTE

iS
to

ck
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 Bournemouth’s 

Bournemouth has one of the 
best beaches in the world, 
rankings for Tripadvisor’s 
Travellers’ Choice awards have 
shown. It was ranked 20th in 

in Europe. Whitehaven in 
Australia topped the rankings.

DORSET

GREATER LONDON

of homes in London. Thames Water 
hopes to harness the sewage to heat 
homes in Kingston upon Thames 
and help the area become greener. 
Thames Water says that by using the 
renewable waste energy instead of 
fossil fuel gases, it could save 105,000 
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions 

Most planes take to the skies, but 
one took to the tarmac last Saturday. 
If you were in a car going along the 
M5, M4 or M32, you might have been 
surprised to see the fuselage (body) 
of a Boeing 727 aeroplane! The plane 
was on a trip to Bristol from Cotswold 
Airport, where it will be turned into 

Pytch. As it was driven by a lorry along 
the motorway at a steady 20mph, the 
plane took up two lanes and had a 
police escort to make sure it reached 
its new home safely.

BRISTOL

A bomb from World War 2 was found 
and safely detonated in Exeter. More 
than 2,600 homes and around 1,400 
students living at the University of 
Exeter had to be evacuated from 
the area before the blast could take 

a lot by German bombers during 
World War 2 – a total of 19 raids  
took place.

DEVON

CAIRNGORMS

All 1,700 square miles (4,402km2) of the 
Cairngorms have been recreated in . 
Dan Harris, who is planning manager for the 
mountain range, created the epic landscape 
as a lockdown project. His work is being used 
to help young people understand how to run 

to create a community that meets the aims 

start thinking about are how they protect and 
enhance the natural environment and how 
they make sustainable use of resources.”

ABERDEENSHIRE

A man who helped create a 
scanner that can detect cancer 
has died at the age of 94. In the 
1970s, Professor John Mallard 
led a team at the University 
of Aberdeen who developed 

resonance imaging (MRI) scanner. 
Nowadays, MRI scanners are used 
around the world to detect and 

dozens of blossoming trees around the 
UK, to give people living in towns and 

will all receive trees, with other areas 
to follow. 

UK
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THERE’S been lots of talk about whether ‘immunity passports’ will allow people 

what does that mean for your chances of a holiday this year?

THE UK’s economy has been hit hard during the pandemic, and this 
week we found out what Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Sunak  
(the man in charge of the country’s money) is planning to do to help  
the country recover during 2021.

Each year, the UK’s Chancellor sets out how the Government will spend its money 
for the oncoming year and beyond. This plan is called the Budget. 

When First News went to press, Rishi Sunak hadn’t actually set out his big Budget 
plans to Parliament yet, but a few details had already slipped out. 

It’s thought that a massive £5 billion fund will be set up to help the high street 
recover from COVID-19. Businesses on the high street would be able to claim up to 
£18,000 each to help them reopen.

As much as £400 million will be given to the UK’s cultural sector, to help concert 
venues, art galleries and performance spaces.

important to them, if they’re in danger of going bankrupt. The new fund set to open 

There’s sure to be plenty more to talk about, so look out for next week’s issue, 
where we’ll be looking at what this week’s Budget means for you and your family.

MORE 
CHORES FOR 
GIRLS IN 

LOCKDOWN

Some countries want to use some kind of 

and are safe to travel. But not everyone is 
convinced this is a good approach. 

“We don’t know if vaccines completely stop 
transmission [passing the virus on], and we 
don’t know how long that might last,” says 
Professor David Heymann, a global health 

understand these things completely, vaccine 

“There is unlikely to be a vaccine for under-

head of the Pandemics & Borders Project, 
told us. “Children do tend to have less severe 
illness, but there is some evidence that 
variants spread more easily among children. 
What does this mean for travel? There are 
two risks to consider: risk to children and 

risk to others. Countries with high levels of 

are vaccinated worldwide. You also risk taking 

by some countries, unvaccinated children 
may not be allowed in. On balance, while 

most countries are not. I would recommend 

some countries will have caught up.”

ABTA told us: “The Government wants to get 
people travelling overseas again before the 
summer, but we don’t yet know how that will 
happen. Showing that you have had a vaccine 
could be one way to travel abroad, but we 
think there needs to be other ways to travel, 

NEW research from 

Theirworld has found that 
girls have been doing more 
chores in lockdown, and it’s 

Two-thirds (66%) of girls 
and women aged 14 to 24 
say they are spending more 

pandemic, compared with  
just a third (31%) of boys in  
the same age group.

Girls were also found to be 
doing more household chores 
like cleaning and shopping.

Theirworld, said that the results 
were “alarming” and that even 

falling behind as a result of the 
pandemic”.

Are you doing more chores 
while at home? Tell us about 
your experience in an email to 

.

RUNNING 
FOR GOSH

A
BIG 
NEW 
BUDGET

THESE two boys each ran 
more than 100 kilometres 
during February to raise 
money for Great Ormond 
Street Hospital (GOSH).

and his brother Tom (right, aged 
nine) from Berkhamsted aimed 
to run 100km by Rare Disease 
Day on 28 February, with the 
goal of raising £150.

Despite the freezing weather, 
the brothers smashed their 
target distance, each running an 
incredible 135.34km! Together, 
they raised a whopping £5,171.

The two are regularly 
monitored at the GOSH Zayed 
Centre, having been diagnosed 

themselves. 
To hear from Oli and Tom 

themselves in their thank-you  
video message, head over to 

.

G
O

SH

HOLS ON
HOLD?



` 
 year old Kaleb has cerebral palsy,  

He is also non-verbal [doesn’t talk] and visually 
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NAME: KALEB
LIVES: LEICESTERSHIRE
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rallies to support Myanmar’s protesters.
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ISRAEL

 
INDONESIA

FRANCE



Schools are working really hard to help you and your friends stay  

keeping children in 
the same groups or 

‘bubbles’ to limit 
mixing with others

more
cleaning

reducing  
the use of 

shared items

not travelling  
to school on 

public transport  
if possible

regular 
handwashing

schools using outdoor 
space as much as  

they can

having staggered 

and pick-ups
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BACK TO 
SCHOOL
GAVIN Williamson is the Government’s Secretary 

 

No, we are not making children go to summer schools. We are helping teachers 

for lots of young people. 

improve school sport and help children exercise more.

 What ideas do you 

Making sure pupils can catch 

is really important to us. 
Schools will get lots of extra 
money for things like tutoring 
and summer schooling. But 
there will also be money for 

summer – because having fun 
is important too!

and young people, and I am proud of how 
well you have handled the challenges the 
pandemic has thrown at you. But we do not 
want young people to have to put their lives 
on hold. We know the impact that not being 
in school has on pupils – not just for their 
school work and development, but their 
wellbeing and mental health. That is why we 

can carry on learning, seeing your friends and 

 

 

FirstNews  

FYI and the FYI and the 

FYI

 at 
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IF you’re barking mad about dogs, then Paws at the Palace could be 
perfect for you. 

www.blenheimpalace.com

SAY hello to this cute baby Javan 
chevrotain (mouse deer), which 
has been born at Marwell Zoo.
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TEN orangutans have been released back into the forest in 

because of the global pandemic. 

PAW 
PARTY!

ZOOS, aquariums and wildlife parks in 
England are unhappy with the roadmap 
out of lockdown, which leaves them 

STILL CLOSED
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  MEET ETHAN
At nine years old, Ethan loves to play football 

with his school friends and to make others laugh. 

At 14 months old, Ethan was diagnosed with 

body is weaker than his right, and he requires splints 

verbal and communicates instead through body 
language, a digital voice program and Makaton,  
a sign and symbol language.

  WHAT HAPPENED?

parents with the knowledge and strength to 
understand how they can help their child.  

walk and sit up is because of the support he has 

doing. They teach you how to do it from home, so  
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Red Nose Day is back on Friday 19 March. Find out how you can get involved at www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday 

RED Nose Day returns this month and it seems 
more important than ever to have some fun, 

 raised through 
Red Nose Day is used to support people living 

incredibly tough lives in the UK and around the 
world. This week we learned about Ethan’s story.

RED 
NOSE DAY 
RETURNS!
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  THE NEXT STEPS
 

later than his classmates. 

group for older children, called the Gorilla 
Group, where he does movement 

tasks, plays football and uses special 

With help from a support worker, 
Ethan is doing really well at his new 

 
up and plays football, and  

  A HELPING HAND

a week. It helps families who may feel 
isolated and confused by giving them hope 

and friendship and providing them with 
the skills they need to help their children at 

sensory and gym equipment. This is used by the 
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together to show just how powerful 
humour can be through the toughest of 

raise smiles and money for those who are 

challenges to many.

The money raised by Red Nose Day will 
support people in the UK and around 
the world, and help tackle child poverty, 

health issues.

RED NOSE DAY
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A NEW science app featuring David 

Museum Alive, an augmented reality app, 
uses skeletons, behaviours and mannerisms 

of three long-lost animals. 
The app, which features footage from David 

She was a pioneering physicist who co-

Austria, and developed a love for physics from an early age. 

KIDS’ TECH 
SHOWCASE 
LAUNCHES

Coolest Projects, which is organised by 
Raspberry Pi, is a free online showcase 

ideas to be viewed by people all over 
the world. 

with technology. 
All project types at all levels of skill are 

encouraged, from beginner to advanced, 

project is a work in progress, a 

The scheme aims to help young people 

project design and planning, coding  

A panel of judges will assess entries 
and choose their favourites later in 

your idea, visit 
before 3 May. You can also view last 

our favourite projects from 2020 is An 

System,
which was created by an Italian student.

weakest it has been in over 1,000 years.

could weaken even further. This is expected to lead to higher 

in Europe. 
Researchers studied “natural archives” of ocean sediments 

and ice cores going back over 1,000 years. They used data 
from these ancient bits of nature to reconstruct the history 

They found startling evidence that the slowdown in the 
past few decades is far worse than anything seen in the past 
millennium – and is likely due to human-caused climate 

Climate Impact Research, who led the research, explained that 

surface water from the 
equator up north, and 
sending cold… deep 
water back down south.” 

provides mild and warm 
weather to western 
Europe, including the 

FOSSIL HUNTER HONOURED

BRING ANIMALS BACK TO LIFE!

Anning was previously on the shortlist to appear on the £50 note, but that 

Temnodontosaurus, which was up to 
ten metres long and had an eye the size of a football. The other coins will feature  

Plesiosaurus and a pterosaur called a Dimorphodon.

WEATHER WEATHER 
CHANGES CHANGES 
ON THE ON THE 
WAYWAY
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Catch Ricky Wilson’s Art Jam on CBBC Monday to Friday, 
with all episodes on BBC iPlayer right now as part of BBC Lockdown Learning 

 In your new show you make art for celebrity 
guests, so what was that like?
It was a lot of fun. The important bit is what they 
bring in to show me, and then it was a real test of my 

making and I had to come up with all the ideas about 
what to make them. It was really hard, and at some 
points it was going wrong and I thought: “Oh no, this 
is really bad” and I really wanted to make it good. 
It was at that point that I realised: this is what art 
is, just let go, have fun with it. As soon as I got back 
to that point, I realised they were going to be really 
pleased with anything I make for them because I’ve 
put some love into it. 

 Some of your art must have taken ages!
Oh yeah, some of them took longer than others, but 
Nick Grimshaw’s one was quite impressive. I wanted 
to make him a toy tower and it turned out great. It 
was really easy though, and I want to give people 

pile them up and glue them together, but it looked 
great. There are bits in the show where I touch on 

really great because obviously rules are important 

made them in their houses?
I know Nick Grimshaw has his lamp in his front room. 

it at his gym when COVID is over; it’ll be on the wall 

them on social media, so when the show comes  
out we will see where the art is in their houses!

 You do a variety of roles on this show: 
making, interviewing and being a roving 

reporter. How did you deal with it?

anxiety. I thought: “Can I do this? Should I be 
doing this? Is this the thing that I want to do?” 

should be pushing ourselves to do things. It’s 

my career has gone in a sort of zig-zag 
[Ricky was an art teacher before he was 

a famous pop star]. I’d really like to tell 
kids out there it is really important to 
learn maths, English and chemistry 
and all those subjects that are rule-
based. But for a few hours a week 
in art you get a subject where there 
are no rules, you are free to be 
who you want to be and use your 

it again and again and you will learn 

through art – I promise you!

 Did you learn any new art skills or uncover 

I discovered that I needed it more than I thought 
I did. It really helps me in my everyday life. I love 
being able to walk into a room with nothing and 
being able to walk out with something, it’s amazing. 

and it means so much more than trawling the 
internet for a present for someone. I took some  

 

 Did you watch any art shows when you 
were young?
Of course, art shows were my favourite shows on 
television! I won a Blue Peter badge for designing  
a poster for a new thing that was coming out called 
unleaded petrol! I loved it and I always wanted to 
send something in. When I did Celebrity Supply 
Teacher, within seconds of the show I had kids 

sending it in and that’s what is good about social 
media: here’s what I’ve done, bang. There’s no 
anxiousness about it, it’s great and I’m looking 
forward to that element of Art Jam. Send me  
what you’ve done and I’ll see it and I’ll like it! 

AFTER appearing on Celebrity Supply Teacher and showcasing his art skills, Ricky Wilson 
has got his very own series. Ricky Wilson’s Art Jam will feature celebrity guests, unusual art 

ARTY!
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THESE stunning images are taken from the brand-new 
nature series .

The two-part series looks at wildlife and how it uses colours. 

You can catch  on 

.

REECE’S 
RECIPES

TOP TIP!
Think about texture 
and make sure it is 

1 

because of ongoing back 

 2 
bbc.co.uk/

 3 
and 

Gorgeous Georgians & 

.

ROCKY ROAD

 
 

 

 

3.  

6.
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PICS OF THE WEEK THIS WEEK
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WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the top 
 

 
 

a new word.

BOIL

CURD

2 5 7 3 8 1
8 3 6 7 4
7 3 9
4 9 2 5 3 6
8 1 7

7 8 5 2 9
4 6 1 9 3 7

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19

WIN! MARVIN’S  
MAGIC PENS
CAN you complete our crossword  
puzzle by using the clues below?

Send in your answers and three lucky 
winners will win a set of Marvin’s Magic pens. Create marvellous magic art 
using 25 magic pens with amazing powers! These magic pens allow you to 

 
make your art vanish! MarvinsMagic.com

WORD WHEEL

SE
E h

ow
 m

any words of three or more le  ers you can ma e, using the middle

le
 e

r in
 each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the le  ers?

WIN! AQUACOLORS
FROM STABILO

H G
U

T
PR

A

O
A

ACROSS
1  
do away from school (8) 
6 Type of light (4)

7 Tiny pieces of bread (6)
9 Happen again (5)

11 Clothing fastened 
around the waist (5)
12 
13 Jewel from an oyster shell (5)
16 Shape of a ball (6)
18 Vehicle used to transport passengers for a fee (4) 
19 You might do this on a beach (8)

DOWN
1 Very funny (9)
2 Copy or imitate (5)
3 
4 Part of the hand (7)
5 Lie (3)
8  
orbits the Earth (9) 
10 Serving no purpose (7)
14 Not together (5)
15 
17 Animal that 

c pens. Create marvellous magic art
ers! These magic pens allow you to

numbers one to nine?

of STABILOaquacolors each! These brilliant pencils create an 

and a brush.



 Daisy

 Hemlock

 Snapdragon

 Forget-me-not

 Dandelion

 

 Foxglove

 

 

 Marigold

 Primrose

 Bluebell

COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News 1. Go to  
2. First News

 
First News  
First News

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:

Word ladder:
Where on Earth?: 

A R T I F I C I A L

O T S E

S U R E C H A R G E

T M U A

T I S S U E C A S H

N U

G E M S L O U N G E

A O P G

W A L L E T P I E R

C S E S

E X A G G E R A T E

19. PUZZLE FUN HOW TO ENTER: Puzzles 768  
Thursday 11 March 2021

CAN  

2 9 6 4 5 1 7 3 8
3 4 7 8 9 6 2 5 1
1 5 8 2 3 7 9 4 6
8 3 2 1 6 9 5 7 4
7 1 9 5 4 2 6 8 3
5 6 4 7 8 3 1 9 2
6 8 3 9 2 5 4 1 7
4 7 5 6 1 8 3 2 9
9 2 1 3 7 4 8 6 5

WIN!WIN!  A TOBI ROBOT A TOBI ROBOT 
SMARTWATCH

THE  
 

 
 

 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY TOBI

a) Mars    b) Venus    c) Mercury

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
CAN  The Witches? 

A

© 2020 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved.

B
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WIN! A STEM BUNDLE
FROM       UK

 
 

 

 
 
 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY STEM

DERMOT O’LEARY     DERMOT O’LEARY
Read the PURRfectly PAWsome series  

     from 

‘This book is absolutely BRILLIANT!’ 
Reader, age 9

Illustrations ©
 N

ick East, 2021

Brand  
new  

AAvailable in paperback from

TELL YOUR 
FRIENDS

TRY 3 ISSUES

FOR £1



21. SPECIAL REPORT FirstNews     Issue 768     5 – 11 March 2021

UNDER THREAT
Elephants are the world’s 

largest land mammal – an 
adult male can weigh up to 
7,500kg. Sadly, the future of 
these giants is uncertain. The 

has decreased by around 90% 
in the last century, with only 

humans. As farmland and human development creeps further into wild areas, 

partnership between Tusk and Siren 

sprang from a design for a low-technology water pump that was installed by 

 

more than ever before, Africa’s natural heritage – this incredible, sustainable 

create a sustainable life balance with the wonders of Africa’s nature. Already, 

what is irreplaceable.”

LEARNING 
TO HELP
WILDLIFE

AN 

WHAT IS WHAT IS PACEPACE??

EDUCATING WITH A STORY
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The Pokémon Company announced two new games on 
Pokémon’s 25th anniversary (27 February) – one from 
Pokémon’s past and one looking very much forward.

 
.

 

.
 

THIS Wii U classic has been re-released on Nintendo 
Switch, and it now features a bonus game that sees Mario 
take on a furious Bowser! We checked out both games, 
and here’s what we thought.

 
 
 

SUPER MARIO 3D WORLD

SWITCH
NINTENDO

Pokémon Legends: Arceus

NEW POKÉMON GAMES NEW POKÉMON GAMES 
ANNOUNCEDANNOUNCED

Pokémon Brilliant Diamond 
and Pokémon Shining Pearl

N
in

te
nd

o

N
in

te
nd

o

N
in

te
nd

o

N
in

te
nd

o

1010
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TOO-TH KIND!A ROSY RECORD

LOCKDOWN LOCKDOWN 
LITTER ARTLITTER ART

 
 

 

 

 

LITERALLY!
MOVING HOUSE...
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RIGHT ON, RAYA
Raya And The Last Dragon follows the animated 

dragon called Sisu. “Raya is a warrior who goes 
on a journey to restore the fractured fantasy 
land of Kumandra and its divided people,” 

IN THE STARS 
Star Wars star Kelly Marie Tran provides the sweet and 

recording session, we all saw that Kelly was our hero,” 
explains screenwriter Qui Nguyen. “Kelly brings the 

 

Raya And The Last Dragon is available on Disney+ with Premier Access from 5 March 

ART ATTACK
 

been working on the Disney+ project direct from 
their homes during the pandemic. “Hundreds of 

have put their heart and soul into the making of this 

a colossal clever crew! 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!
“At its very core, Raya And The Last Dragon is 

and kicks are grounded in the real world. All of 

TOTAL TRUST

life. They called the talented team the Southeast 
Asia Story Trust. “The Story Trust worked with 

WORLD WONDER 

Raya And The Last Dragon 

PET POWER
“Tuk Tuk is a fantasy creature that is part armadillo, 
part pangolin and part bear,” reveals Carlos López 

 
he was in the early character designs, where he  

HIDE AND SEEK 

DRAGON DELIGHTS 
Loads of dragon research went into the 

 
 

she has to be funny and wise, as well as 
 

Jumanji  
role of the movie’s magical dragon, Sisu.

D
is

ne
y+

RAYA OF 
   LIGHT
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Raya And The Last Dragon  

D
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D
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y+

D
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YOUR READS! 10 FACTS ABOUT 
MICHELLE OBAMA

We’ll need around 100 words on a book you’ve been reading and a picture of 
yourself (with parents’ permission!) sent to 

WE WANT YOUR WE WANT YOUR BOOK REVIEWS!BOOK REVIEWS!

1 Michelle Obama skipped second grade (the same as Year 3 in the UK) 

2 When she was in middle school (ages 11 to 14), Michelle was placed 

3 Her father worked at a water plant and her mother was a secretary, and 

 
4  

 
5 Michelle met her future husband Barack Obama while they were both 

6 
7 

8 Michelle Obama, Melania Trump and Eleanor Roosevelt are all equal 

 
9 
puppets in 

10 Becoming was to 

SLIME
DAVID WALLIAMS

FOR MORE TIPS AND ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE 
YOUR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING AT 

HOME, VISIT WORDSFORLIFE.ORG.UK

States of America, 
Michelle Obama, 

her book Becoming 
on the way for 
younger readers, so 
here are some facts 
about her that you 

reviewed 
by Chloe 
Dubus, 

aged eight 

N iteracy Trust’s

HEAD 

to 

 

  

 

Visit  to 



BLOOMSBURY 

THE EPIC 
FINALEFINALE IS 
HERE!

An island that never forgets.
A series you’ll remember forever.

STORM Keeper Fionn Boyle’s 
worst nightmares have come true!

Evil sorceress Morrigan has risen, 
her brothers are stalking the land 
and, as the sea between them and 

of Arranmore?
 

Doyle’s best-selling, award-winning and 
magical Storm Keeper series.
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RSPB PUFFINS 
COSMETICS BAG
RSPB.ORG.UK £14.99

 

WHAT’S IN THE 

SHOPS?

(020) 3195 2000  0330 333 0186
FirstNews@escosubs.co.uk (01371) 851 898  

 

MOTHER’S 
DAY

FIRST NEWS
HOME iHUB

IDEAL FOR HOMESCHOOLINGOR HO

HEAD TO FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK/HOMEIHUB
TO FIND OUT MORE

PERFECT 
FOR YEAR 2  
TO YEAR 8

FIRST NEWS HOME iHUB

JELLYCAT 
AMUSEABLE FLOWER
TEMPTATIONGIFTS.COM 
£18.95 EACH

WAX & WICK 
CANDLE MAKING KIT
FIREBOX.COM £25.99

Don’t forget 
to check out 

the other 
books in the 

series!

OUT 
NOW
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SUBSCRIBE FOR SCHOOL – FIND OUT MORE AT SCHOOLS.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
CALL: (020) 3195 7256     EMAIL: SCHOOLS@FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
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WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT  
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to lately! Have 

share your experiences with  
First News

Email your report 
(including pictures) to

Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your school’s 
name and address for school 

you give consent to First News 

of those involved in the report.

The book is called 
 It is available 

great stories. We wrote the stories 

 
We understand that we are the  
youngest authors in the UK.

We have a website called  
 to support 

videos to spread awareness and raise 
money. The money from the website and 
books is going to a charity called NDF 

We have been talking about our book 

 

charity so far.
It all started when we looked at our 

and faces lots of challenges. We told 
him it’s not fair for him to have these 
challenges. We came up with the idea 

 
world comes and we aim to help make 

will be proud to have helped others.

disability inclusion by making people 
aware of hidden disability and challenges 

We want everyone to be whatever 

wish to do.

BOOK OF INCLUSION

I chose to make a rainbow robot cat because I wanted 
her to be colourful and furry and because rainbows have been 
in lots of windows for the NHS and key workers. I was a Rainbow 

 

I thought her body should have an oven 
(because she bakes) and have some storage 

 
can be used as a table.  

ears are also a knife and fork! She is very useful. 

lots of fun to do. I learned a lot and love doing 

ROBOT FRIENDSLITTER CLUB
and then the River Severn. 

It’s important to collect rubbish 

could be a net they can get caught in.  

We made a poster and 

families could take part  
in lockdown. 

Six families and ten 
children were involved 
for three days over 

the computer and shared 
it with the group on 

WhatsApp. We also 
made a collage poster. 

 
bags of rubbish. 

his own! We made him some chocolate 
cookies as a prize. 

Now we are planning to do it every 
term and invite even more school friends.  

JUNIOR
JOURNALIST

JUNIOR
JOURNALIST

JUNIOR
JOURNALIST
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percent of Forest 
Green Rovers’ new 
shirts are made 
from recycled 

other 65% is made from recycled 

previously played in a kit made partly 

SPORT IN
NUMBERS
35

serious car accident 
45

St Johnstone have 
had to wait to win 137

Fo
re

st
 G

re
en

 R
ov

er
s

discipline – just as they were in their 

to Italy for their next match on Saturday 

threatened to withdraw the team from 

reports that French players went  
 

WALES,  

BIG WYN FOR WALES!BIG WYN FOR WALES!

 

PIC OF THE

WEEK


