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Kirkby CofE School Computing Policy
This document is adapted from the Model Computing Policy to reflect the ethos and specific context of Kirkby CofE School.
Aims
Kirkby CofE School believes that every child should have the right to a curriculum that champions excellence; supporting pupils in achieving to the very best of their abilities. We understand the immense value technology plays not only in supporting the Computing and whole school curriculum but overall in the day-to-day life of our school.

We believe that technology can provide: enhanced collaborative learning opportunities; better engagement of pupils; easier access to rich content; support conceptual understanding of new concepts and can support the needs of all our pupils.

Our aims:
- Provide an exciting, rich, relevant and challenging Computing curriculum for all pupils.
- Teach pupils to become responsible, respectful and competent users of data, information and communication technology.
- Provide technology solutions for forging better home and school links.
- Enthuse and equip children with the capability to use technology throughout their lives.
- Teach pupils to understand the importance of governance and legislation regarding how information is used, stored, created, retrieved, shared and manipulated.
- Utilise computational thinking beyond the Computing curriculum.
- Give children access to a variety of high quality hardware, software and unplugged resources.
- Equip pupils with skills, strategies and knowledge that will enable them to reap the benefits of the online world, whilst being able to minimise risk to themselves or others.
- Exceed the minimum government recommended/statutory guidance for programmes of study for Computing and other related legislative guidance (online safety).
- Instil critical thinking, reflective learning and a ‘can do’ attitude for all our pupils, particularly when engaging with technology and its associated resources.
- Use technology imaginatively and creatively to inspire and engage all pupils, as well as using it to be more efficient in the tasks associated with running an effective school.
Curriculum
The Computing curriculum follows the national guidance while embracing the Church of England school values. Teachers deliver fun and engaging lessons to help raise standards and allow all pupils to achieve their full potential. This includes Early Years provision through to Key Stage 2 outcomes, covering algorithms, data handling, programming, online safety, and responsible use of technology.
Assessment
Pupil attainment is assessed using appropriate assessment tools to accurately identify attainment. Work samples and portfolios are maintained, and formative and summative assessments are conducted according to the school's assessment cycle.
Resources
All resources are procured with considerations of value and impact on learning. The Computing Leader ensures resources are maintained, replenished, and that staff are supported with guidance for effective use.
Inclusion
Kirkby CofE School aims to enable all children to achieve to their full potential, including children of all abilities, social and cultural backgrounds, and those with SEND and EAL. Technology is used flexibly to support accessibility and inclusion.
Monitoring, Evaluation and Feedback
Monitoring standards of teaching and learning within Computing is the primary responsibility of the Computing Leader. Evidence is gathered through work scrutiny, learning walks, pupil and teacher voice, and other evaluative methods. Feedback is provided to ensure continuous improvement and consistency across the school.
Roles and Responsibilities
Key staff members including the Head Teacher, Computing Leader, Technician, and Administration Staff have specific roles in maintaining the computing infrastructure, supporting teaching and learning, ensuring online safety, and implementing this policy.
Health and Safety
The school takes all necessary measures to ensure staff and pupils are aware of health and safety issues when using technology. This includes training on the correct handling of electrical equipment, regular maintenance of systems, and appropriate signage.


Kirkby CofE School Online Safety Policy
Introduction
This policy sets out Kirkby CofE School’s aims and strategies for the successful provision of online safety. It should be read in conjunction with related policies such as the Computing Policy, Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy, PSHE Policy, Behaviour Policy, and the Remote Learning Policy. The policy is based on current UK guidance, including 'Keeping Children Safe in Education' and 'Teaching Online Safety in Schools'. The development of this policy involved the governing body, headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), IT Network Manager, and other staff.
Aims
Kirkby CofE School believes that online technologies provide enhanced collaborative learning opportunities and access to rich content, while recognising the associated risks. We aim to help pupils interact with the online world in a balanced, healthy, and safe way. This policy addresses the four key areas of risk: Content, Contact, Conduct, and Commerce.
Specific aims include:
- Maintaining up-to-date filtering and protection measures.
- Teaching an up-to-date, progressive online safety curriculum from Early Years to Year 6.
- Embedding online safety across the curriculum and daily life of the school.
- Training staff and governors on emerging online safety risks.
- Engaging pupils and parents through surveys, guidance, and support.
- Maintaining and enforcing acceptable use agreements for pupils, staff, and parents.
- Providing clear guidance for monitoring and reporting incidents.
Curriculum
Online safety is embedded throughout the curriculum and addressed in Computing, PSHE, RSE, and Citizenship. Kirkby CofE School follows the DfE 'Teaching Online Safety in Schools' guidance and the UKCIS 'Education for a Connected World' framework. We use the Purple Mash Computing Scheme of Work for key lessons and reinforce learning through whole school events, specialist speakers, and day-to-day role modelling.
Resources
Technology resources such as desktops, laptops, and tablets are protected through filtering, anti-virus software, and secure admin controls. Staff and pupils access the internet under supervision and after signing acceptable use agreements. The IT Network Manager and headteacher ensure filtering is appropriate and kept up to date. Any breaches or incidents are reported immediately and managed according to policy.
Assessment
Assessment of pupils’ understanding of online safety is continuous and aligns with the school’s assessment policy. Staff use the 2Simple Computing Assessment Tool and Purple Mash features for formative and summative assessment, tracking progress and informing planning.
Inclusion
Kirkby CofE School ensures that all pupils, including those with SEND, EAL, or who are looked-after children (LAC), receive appropriate support and guidance to stay safe online. Additional access to technology is provided as needed, and the curriculum is tailored to be flexible and inclusive.
Monitoring and Training
Monitoring of online safety standards is overseen by the DSL, headteacher, and IT Network Manager through observations, pupil and teacher voice, learning walks, and work scrutiny. All staff receive safeguarding and online safety training during induction and annual updates. DSLs receive additional biennial training. Parents are supported through regular communication, parent evenings, and access to online safety materials.
Roles and Responsibilities
The governing body ensures regular policy reviews and compliance with legislation. The headteacher, DSL, IT Network Manager, all staff, and pupils each have defined responsibilities for maintaining online safety. The DSL records and responds to all incidents, and staff and pupils follow established protocols for safe and responsible use of technology.
Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually, or more frequently if significant changes occur in legislation, guidance, or emerging online threats.
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