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This story is from page 13 of First News. Read the story and then try the puzzle. To help you
we have underlined the answers in the stories, but you will need to match the correct word with each clue!

ANIMAL NEWS 4
Ousands of green turtles off the

coast of Raine Island, Australia

Waiting to go on land to nest
DRONES in Australia have discovered that the world’s largest

colony of green turtles is twice as big as previously thought.

Footage of the turtles off the coast of Raine Island was shot by drones launched by
the Great Barrier Reef Foundation’s Raine Island Recovery Project. It showed around
64,000 green turtles waiting offshore, ready to go on land and make their nests. This
is double the number of turtles scientists expected to spot.
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Researchers found that using a drone was a much faster and more accurate way of
counting the turtles. Previous methods included painting a white stripe on the shells
of turtles who were on the beach and then counting them from a small boat. This
was not a very easy or accurate way to count turtles, as the paint washed off after a

few days anyway!
The use of the drone and the more accurate footage helps scientists know what

work needs to be done to make sure all of the turtles have space to nest.
Anna Marsden, Managing Director of the Great Barrier Reef Foundation said:
“We’re taking action to improve and rebuild the island’s nesting beaches, and
building fences to prevent turtle deaths, all working to strengthen the island’s
resilience and ensure the survival of our northern green turtles and many

other species.”
Green turtles are one of the largest species of sea turtle and can be found in

tropical and subtropical seas all around the world.

ACROSS

2) Pebbly or sandy shores that are covered by water
at high tide (plural noun 7)

6) Seas bordering on the tropical areas (near the

equator) (adjective 11) 2 s
&) Animals creating a secure home for their young

(verb 7)
4
DOWN
1) Unmanned flying machines that can capture
pictures and footage from the air (plural noun 6) 5
3) Reliable; truthful; free from mistakes (adjective 8) 6 7

4) Located at sea, not far from the beach (noun 8)

5) Video film (noun 7)
7) Group of animals of the same type living closely

together (noun 6)
8
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